
Ndongo Samba Sylla
IDEAs

Ndongo Samba Sylla (PhD) is a Senegalese Development Economist. He is currently a Senior Research and Program 
Manager at the West Africa office of the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation (Dakar). He authored The Fair Trade Scandal. 
Marketing Poverty to Benefit the Rich (Pluto Press & Ohio University Press 2014) and co-authored Africa’s Last Colonial 
Currency. The CFA Franc Story (Pluto Press 2021). He is a co-editor of Economic and Monetary Sovereignty for 21st century 
Africa (Pluto Press 2021) and of Revolutionary Movements in Africa. An Untold Story (Pluto Press 2023). He is the editor 
of Imperialism and the Political Economy of Global South’s Debt (Emerald Publishing 2023). He tweets at @nssylla

Agostina Constantino
Researcher at the National Council of Scientific and Technical Research of Argentina & a teacher at UNS

Agostina Costantino is an Argentinean economist, who graduated from a public university (National University of the South 
-UNS). She completed her Master’s Degree in Social Sciences (2012) and my PhD in Social Sciences Research from FLACSO in 
Mexico City (2015). During my PhD, I made a research stay at ICTA, at the Autonomous University of Barcelona. I returned to my 
country, after almost 6 years, under a program of repatriation of scientists at the end of 2015. Since June 2017, I have been a 
researcher at the National Council of Scientific and Technical Research of Argentina and a teacher at UNS.

Lumumba Di-Aping
Ambassador and Deputy Head of the Sudan Mission to the United Nations

Lumumba Di-Aping has dedicated his career in both the public and private sectors addressing the inequality that hinders the 
development of the Global South. He started his career as a strategy consultant and then investment banker. Lumumba then 
moved on to serve as Ambassador and Deputy Head of the Sudan Mission to the United Nations. During that tenure, he was 
Lead Negotiator for Developing Countries on Energy, Environment, Trade, and Global Governance and Chairman of the 
G77+China Group – A block of 132 developing UN member states which represents the Global South in negotiation on reform 
of the International Financial Institutions (IMF/WB), UNFCCC and multiple other social, political and economic issues. 
Lumumba served as Chairman of the African Group and chief negotiator for developing countries.

Jemima Pierre
Professor of Global Race at the Institute of Race, Gender, Sexuality and Social Justice (GRSJ) 
at the University of British Columbia, Research Associate at the Centre for the Study of Race, 
Gender and Class at the University of Johannesburg

Dr. Jemima Pierre is Distinguished Faculty of Arts Professor of African and African Diaspora Studies at the Social Justice 
Institute at the University of British Columbia – Vancouver. She is also a Research Associate at the inaugural Centre for the 
Study of Race, Gender and Class at the University of Johannesburg. Trained as a sociocultural anthropologist with a special 
focus on Africa and the African diaspora, her teaching and publications cover a wide range of topics that include, race and 
political economy, politics of migration and diasporas, Western resource extraction in Africa, and the history and politics of U.S. 
imperialism in Haiti and the Caribbean. She is the author of The Predicament of Blackness: Postcolonial Ghana and the Politics 
of Race, and her next book, Of Natives, Ethnics, and True Negroes: A Counter-History of Anthropology, will be published next 
year. Dr. Pierre is currently finishing work on the manuscript for her next book, “Haiti: The Second Occupation.”

Adeyemi Dipeolu
Former Special Adviser to the President on Economic Matters 
in the Office of the Vice‐President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria

Adeyemi Dipeolu is the Special Adviser to the President on Economic Matters in the Office of the Vice‐President of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria. Prior to this, Dr. Dipeolu was Director of the Capacity Development Division of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa (ECA). Before joining ECA, Dr. Dipeolu was in the Nigerian Foreign Service and served in Geneva, Pretoria, 
Addis Ababa, and Caracas. Dr. Dipeolu is a member of the Nigerian Economic Management Team, the National Industrial Policy 
and Competitiveness Advisory Council, Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises Council, the National Council on Procurement, 
and the National Council on Privatization.

Redge Nkosi
Executive Director at Firstsource Money, Monetary Reform International (UK)

Redge Nkosi is an Executive Director and Head of Research for Firstsource Money, an economic research and advisory firm 
based in Pretoria. He is also the founding and current executive board member of the London-based Monetary Reform 
International, an international organization aimed at reforming the current global monetary and banking systems.

He has previously worked as an executive head of maritime economic policy at the South African Maritime Safety Authority, a 
Department of Transport agency. He was a trade and economic policy official at the Department of Trade and Industry and a 
senior official and research stream head for the National Ports Authority of South Africa.

His research interests are in Macroeconomics, Money and Banking.

Mayada Hassanain
Researcher within the Feminist Economics project at the Institute for Economic Justice (IEJ)

Mayada Hassanain is a researcher in the Feminist Economics project at the Institute for Economic Justice. As a Chevening 
Scholar and Atlas Corps Fellow, she brings a decade of experience as a researcher and practitioner in economics. Mayada holds 
a BCom from the University of Khartoum and a Masters in Development Economics from SOAS, University London. Throughout 
her career, Mayada has collaborated with diverse sectors, including public, private, and non-governmental organisations. She 
has previously developed educational materials and curricula that explore the intricate interplay of economics, gender, and 
development, with a particular focus on empowering youth in Sudan. Mayada’s research interests center on political economy, 
delving into how women’s lives are influenced by policies and social initiatives.

Aby L. Sène
Assistant Professor, Parks and Conservation Area Management, Clemson University

Dr. Sène is a professor in conservation and development at Clemson University. Her work lies at the intersections conservation 
policies, economic development, land rights, resource sovereignty, and rural livelihoods. For over a decade, Dr. Sène has worked 
closely with government agencies in the US and Africa to inform and design integrated management plans for large scale 
conservation areas of international importance for biodiversity and socio-economic development (i.e., RAMSAR designated 
Wetlands; World Heritage Sites, National Parks). 

Yan Liang
Professor at Willamette University, specialist in Post Keynesian-Institutionalist approach to international trade 
and finance, financial macroeconomics, and economic development (with a regional focus on China)

Yan Liang is Peter C and Bonnie S Kremer Chair Professor of Economics at Willamette University. She is also a Research 
Associate at the Levy Economics Institute and a Research Scholar of the Global Institute for Sustainable Prosperity. Yan 
specializes in MMT, Economic Development, International Economics and the Political Economy of China. Yan publishes in 
various leading heterodox journals and contributes to a number of heterodox books. Yan received several grants from the 
Institute for New Economic Thinking, the Luce Foundation, and the Chinese Ministry of Education. Yan is a regular commentator 
on the China Global TV Network, the East Asia Form, South China Morning Post among others. Yan is an elected board member 
of the Association for Evolutionary Economics and immediate past president of Association for Institutional Thought. She 
currently serves as guest editor for the Chinese Economy.

Hamadziripi Tamukamoyo
Programme Co-Director at the Institute for Economic Justice 

Hamadziripi is deeply passionate about Africa and the continent’s potential to thrive. He has held operational management, 
strategy, applied policy analysis, and research roles in South African non-profits engaged in social justice, governance, 
anti-corruption, and integrity. He has also been an academic and consultant in and outside South Africa working broadly in 
social policy and development. Hamadziripi holds a PhD from the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, where he 
studied under a merit-based Ford Foundation fellowship. He was the recipient of the competitively awarded Koffi Annan 
Business Schools Foundation fellowship to the European School of Management and Technology in Berlin, Germany, where he 
earned a Master of Business Administration degree.

Emilia Reyes
Programme Director of Policies and Budgets for Equality and Sustainable Development, 
at the feminist Mexican organization Gender Equity: Citizenship, Work and Family

Emilia Reyes is the Programme Director of Policies and Budgets for Equality and Sustainable Development, at the feminist 
Mexican organization Gender Equity: Citizenship, Work and Family. She has been the Co-Convenor of the Women’s Working 
Group on Financing for Development, and co-lead of the Economic Justice and Rights Action Coalition. She is the Coordinator 
of the Campaign of Campaigns, promoting cross-movement mobilization and artivism around macro-economic and ecological 
issues. Contributing Author in the segment “Gender, Climate Justice and Transformative Pathways” of the IPCC report: Climate 
Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability.

Natalia Flores Garrido
Senior Program Officer for Gender and Economics in Latin America and the Caribbean at IDEAS

She has a Ph. D. in Sociology from Nelson Mandela University, a Master’s in Social Sciences from FLACSO Mexico, and a 
Bachelor’s degree in Economics from the Autonomous University of Coahuila. She has been a lecturer at the Faculty of 
Economics, the National School of Social Work, and the Faculty of Philosophy and Literature at the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico (UNAM). Between 2012 and 2015, she served as the academic coordinator of the Specialty in Gender in 
Economics (UNAM), and as the Secretary of Gender Equity in the University Program for Gender Studies (UNAM). She has been 
a consultant for national and international organizations for the advancement of women and has also been a two-time fellow 
at the Institute for Critical Social Inquiry at the New School for Social Research in the political economy program, studying under 
professors such as Gayatri Spivak and Saskia Sassen. Her research topics include work and gender identities, and feminisms 
of the Global South, on which she has published in various academic journals. She is currently the senior program officer for 
gender and economics in Latin America and the Caribbean at IDEAS.

Abdalla Hamdok
Former Prime Minister of Sudan

Prior to becoming Sudan’s 15th Prime Minister, Dr. Hamdok had a long career in public service, international organizations as 
well as the private sector. From 1981 to 1987, he served as a senior official in the Sudanese Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Planning. In the 1990s, Hamdok held senior positions first at Deloitte & Touche, the International Labor Organization in 
Zimbabwe and the African Development Bank in Cote d’Ivoire. Hamdok was the Regional Director for Africa and the Middle East 
of the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance from 2003 to 2008. He worked for the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Africa in 2001 and 2002 as Director of Regional Integration and Trade and from 2011 to October 
2018 was the Deputy Executive Secretary of UNECA.  Following the transfer of power from the Transitional Military Council to 
the Sovereign Council of Sudan, the Sovereign Council appointed Abdalla Hamdok as Prime Minister for the 2019 Sudanese 
transition to democracy.  He was sworn in on 21 August 2019.  Dr. Hamdok holds a B.Sc. from the University of Khartoum and 
a PhD in economic studies from the University of Manchester in UK.

Peter James Hudson
Associate Professor of Geography, University of British Columbia

Peter James Hudson is a writer and historian who is currently an associate professor of Geography at the University of British 
Columbia. He is the author of Bankers and Empire: How Wall Street Colonized the Caribbean (University of Chicago Press, 2017). 
His essays, reviews, and commentary have appeared in Black Agenda Report, Boston Review, Haiti Liberte, Small Axe, Radical 
History Review, Race & Class, and other venues. Hudson is also an editor of The Black Agenda Review, the political education 
supplement of The Black Agenda Report, and a member of the Haiti-Americas committee of the Black Alliance for Peace.

Rachel Mukamunana
Senior Policy Advisor & Head of Country Reviews at The African Peer Review Mechanism

Rachel Mukamunana is a Head of Country Reviews at The African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) based in 
Johannesburg, Gauteng. Rachel received a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree from the University of 
Pretoria/Universiteit van Pretoria. 

Tetteh Hormeku-Ajei
Head of Programmes at the Third World Network-Africa, Member of the Working Group of Post-Colonialisms Today

Tetteh Hormeku-Ajei is the Head of Programmes at the Third World Network-Africa and a member of the 
Working Group of Post-Colonialisms Today. He holds an LLM in International Economic Law and has more than 
20 years of work experience in international trade and investment policy and negotiations. His work has been 
informed by fundamental questions of Africa’s economic developmental challenges

Alemayehu Geda
Professor of Macroeconomics and International Economics, Department of Economics, Addis Ababa University

Alemayehu Geda is a professor of macroeconomics and international economics in the Department of Economics at Addis Ababa 
University and an adjunct professor at the Department of Economics at Bahir Dar University, Ethiopia. He is a sabbatical Research 
Fellow at the African Export-Import Bank (Afreximbank) in Cairo.

He is also a Research Associate at the African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) in Nairobi and at the School of Oriental and 
African Studies (SOAS) at the University of London. He served as a Senior Lecturer at SOAS from 2003 to 2005 and as a professor 
at Addis Ababa University since then. He is also a fellow of the Ethiopian Academy of Sciences.

He has published widely, with over 60 articles and chapters in books, as well as six books on Ethiopian and African economies in 
reputable journals and with respected publishers. He has advised and conducted research for a dozen African countries and
several international organizations.

Joab Okanda
Africa Regional Manager at GGON | Pan African Climate, Energy & Development Expert

Joab Okanda is a dedicated social justice campaigner, with extensive expertise in strategy development, policy research, 
campaigns, and influencing on development and climate finance, debt and tax justice, inequality, climate change, food sovereignty, 
and energy justice. 

He has led the formulation, design, and execution of impactful policy dialogues, advocacy efforts, and campaign strategies 
targeted at International Financial Institutions (IMF/World Bank), national governments, bilateral and multilateral forums, and 
institutions such as the African Union, Africa Ministers of Finance Economic Planning and Development, African Ministerial 
Conference on Environment, African Development Bank, G20, Forum on Africa-China Cooperation, international financial 
institutions, the World Economic Forum, and UNFCCC, among others. 

He has authored various reports and opinion pieces addressing inequality, the international financial architecture, debt justice, 
climate change, food sovereignty, and energy justice. He is widely recognized and quoted by national, regional, and international 
media as an authoritative voice on matters pertaining to inequality, development and climate finance, climate justice and energy. 

Joab was the Pan Africa Senior Advocacy Advisor at Christian Aid and sat on the Board of Climate Action Network-International 
(CAN I). Now, he is the Africa Regional Manager at Global Gas and Oil Network.

He holds a Master of Science Degree in Sustainable Development from the University of Sussex, complemented by a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in International Relations and Diplomacy.

Andrés Arauz
Senior research fellow and expert in finance and macroeconomics, with government experience 
in Ecuador and international negotiations

Dr. Arauz is an academic and policy researcher with expertise in money and technology, government procurement, development 
planning macroeconomics, illicit financial flows, and finance. He has authored several CEPR reports on Special Drawing Rights and 
Latin American economies.
 
He also has a broad policy background and experience in Ecuadorian government and electoral politics: he has served as Central 
Bank balance of payments statistician, financial policy advisor at the Ministry of Economic Policy, Chief Operating Officer at the 
Central Bank, Under Secretary for Public Investment, Deputy Secretary for Planning at the National Planning Secretariat, General 
Director of the Public Procurement Agency, and Minister of Knowledge and Human Talent. He has been a finalist presidential and 
vice presidential Candidate.
 
He has also participated in international negotiations at the World Trade Organization, the Andean Community, MERCOSUR, 
UNASUR, and with the European Union, among others. Dr. Arauz has participated in civil society fora at the World Trade 
Organization and the International Monetary Fund.
 
He has written reports and articles for several civil society organizations on tax justice, economic and social human rights, 
investor-state dispute settlement, and financial transparency. He supports cooperative rural financial associations in Latin 
America and advises technology companies on monetary and financial issues. He is regularly invited to conferences and seminars 
organized by think tanks in Latin America, Europe, and the United States. He is currently based in Ecuador.
 
Dr. Arauz is a University of Michigan alum and has a FLACSO-Ecuador master’s. He obtained his PhD in Financial Economics from 
the National Autonomous University of Mexico.

Kai Koddenbrock
Professor of political economy at Bard College Berlin

Kai Koddenbrock is a professor of political economy at Bard College Berlin. He is working on economic sovereignty and 
self-determination in the Global South and particularly on the role of the international monetary system and global and domestic 
financial markets in helping and constraining this quest. Located at the intersections of international relations and international 
political economy, he also works on geopolitics and geoeconomics and the new scramble for rare earths.

He co-founded with Ndongo Sylla and Maha ben Gadha the African Monetary and Economic Sovereignty conferences, which have 
been held in Tunis and Dakar in 2019 and 2022. He leads the Politics of Money Network with Benjamin Braun, funded by the 
German Research Council, and heads a research group at the Africa Multiple Cluster of Excellence at the University of Bayreuth.

Kai has held academic positions at several German universities, worked for the United Nations in NYC, the World Food Programme 
in Rome and the Global Public Policy Institute in Berlin. He has been a fellow at Columbia University, the Max-Planck-Institute for 
the Study of Societies, Sciences Po, University of Sussex, as well as the Institute for Advanced Studies and the École des Hautes 
Études Internationales in Paris.

He has contributed essays to the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, and to Jacobin and Soziopolis among others. His most recent 
academic articles are: “Beyond financialisation: the longue durée of finance and production in the Global South” and “International 
financial subordination: a critical research agenda.” He has recently edited Capital Claims: Power and Global Finance (Routledge), 
with Benjamin Braun, and African Monetary and Economic Sovereignty in the 21st Century (Pluto Press), with Maha ben Gadha, 
Ndongo Samba Sylla, Fadhel Kaboub and Ines Mahmood. His latest monograph was The practice of humanitarian intervention: Aid 
workers, agencies and institutions in the DR Congo (Routledge, 2015).

Amara Enyia
Strategist, Public Policy Expert, Social Impact Professional

Dr. Amara Enyia is a Strategist and Public Policy Expert on city and state policy as well as international affairs with expertise in 
Africa, Latin America, and Central Asia. 

In addition to her role as President of transnational advocacy organization Global Black, she also serves as the Director of Policy & 
Research for the Movement for Black Lives, Senior Advisor for the Institute on Race, Power, and Political Economy at The New 
School, and as a Strategy Advisor for organizations, companies, political campaigns, and public sector institutions globally. She is 
a Leader-in-Residence for Policy and Change with the Atlantic Institute. Dr. Enyia also serves as Chairwoman of the International 
Working Group for the United Nations Permanent Forum on People of African Descent and Chairwoman of the working group on 
Global Economic Systems, Institutions and Policy.

Her strategy and policy work connects her to the 6th Region of the African Union Commission and she is member of the 2020-2022 
cohort with the London School of Economics Executive Program in Cities. Prior to her current roles, she worked in the Mayor’s 
Office for the City of Chicago and served as Executive Director of community-based organizations. As a grassroots organizer she 
worked on issues of education equity, economic justice, and environmental justice.

Amara holds a bachelor’s degree in Journalism and bachelor’s degree in Political Science. She also holds a master’s degree in 
education, a masters degree in Cities from the London School of Economics, a law degree, and a PhD in Education Policy with a 
specialization in Evaluation. She serves on the Board of the Pakistan Journal of Urban Affairs, the Chicago Community Loan Fund, 
and Chicago Neighborhood Initiatives Microfinance Group. She also serves on the National Advisory Board of the Public Banking 
Institute and is a 2022 inductee into the Illini Media Company Hall of Fame. Dr. Enyia maintains proficiency in Igbo, Spanish, French, 
and Portuguese and was named a Public Policy Global Leadership Fellow with the Global Strategists Association.  

Semereta Sewasew
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia’s State Minister of Finance for Economic Cooperation

Semereta Sewasew is the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia’s State Minister of Finance for Economic Cooperation. In this 
role, she leads the Ministry of Finance’s international economic cooperation policies and operations, with a focus on ensuring 
external resources are effectively managed and mobilized to provide maximum benefit and results for the people of Ethiopia. She 
also oversees the Ministry’s public-private partnership (PPP) policies and operations to deepen private sector engagement in 
Ethiopia’s projects and infrastructure. Prior to her service as State Minister, Semereta served in several roles within the Ministry of 
Finance, including Director of Public Affairs, where she managed public communications and outreach on the Ministry of Finance’s 
activities. She also served as a senior communication advisor for the economic reforms and Privatization Secretariat Coordinator 
where she managed a range of initiatives and technical work.

Semereta began her career over 20 years ago in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs where for seven years she provided guidance on 
strategic and diplomatic partnerships, economic and trade relationships, and related issues for countries in Asia and the Middle 
East. Semereta’s passion for improving the lives of disadvantaged and marginalized groups, including children, led her to work in 
senior leadership positions and on the governing boards of several civil society and international development organizations, 
including the Jerusalem Children and Community Development Organization (2007-2009) and the Christian Children’s Fund of 
Canada (2009-2019).

Semereta holds a master’s degree in journalism and communications and a bachelor’s degree in political science and international 
Relations both from Addis Ababa University

Jason Hickel
Economic anthropologist, Fellow of Royal Society of Arts and LSE, and Professor, University of Barcelona

Dr. Jason Hickel is an economic anthropologist, author, and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts.  He is Professor at the Institute 
for Environmental Science and Technology at the Autonomous University of Barcelona, and Visiting Senior Fellow at the 
International Inequalities Institute at the London School of Economics. He is Associate Editor of the journal World Development, 
and serves on the Statistical Advisory Panel for the UN Human Development Report, the advisory board of the Green New Deal for 
Europe, and the Harvard-Lancet Commission on Reparations and Redistributive Justice.

Jason’s research focuses on global inequality, political economy, post-development, and ecological economics, which are the 
subjects of his two most recent books: The Divide: A Brief Guide to Global Inequality and its Solutions (Penguin, 2017), and Less is 
More: How Degrowth Will Save the World (Penguin, 2020), listed by the Financial Times and New Scientist as among the best books 
of the year.

Jason’s  ethnographic work focuses on migrant labour and politics in South Africa, which is the subject of his first book, Democracy 
as Death: The Moral Order of Anti-Liberal Politics in South Africa (University of California Press, 2015). He is co-editor of two 
additional ethnographic volumes: Ekhaya: The Politics of Home in KwaZulu-Natal (University of KwaZulu-Natal Press, 2014) and 
Hierarchy and Value: Comparative Perspectives on Moral Order (Berghahn, 2018).

In addition to his academic work, Jason writes regularly for The Guardian and Foreign Policy, and contributes to a number of other 
online outlets including Al Jazeera, Fast Company, Prospect, Jacobin, Le Monde Diplomatique, New Internationalist, Red Pepper, 
Truthout, and Monthly Review.  His media appearances include Viewsnight, the Financial Times, the BBC World Service, Sky News 
All Out Politics, BBC Business Matters, Thinking Allowed, Renegade TV, NPR, Doha Debates, TRT World, the LA Times, Citations 
Needed, and Russell Brand’s podcast Under the Skin.

Jason has received a number of teaching awards, including the ASA/HEA National Award for Excellence in Teaching Anthropology. 
His research has been funded by Fulbright-Hays, the National Science Foundation, the Wenner-Gren Foundation, the Charlotte W. 
Newcombe Foundation, and the Leverhulme Trust.

He is originally from Eswatini.

Fadhel Kaboub
President, the Global Institute for Sustainable Prosperity and Associate Professor of Economics, Denison University

Fadhel Kaboub is an associate professor of economics at Denison University (on leave), and the president of the Global Institute 
for Sustainable Prosperity. He is the author of  Global South Perspectives on substack. He is also a member of the Independent 
Expert Group on Just Transition and Development, an expert group member with the Global Solidarity Levies Task Force, a member 
of the Earth4All Economic Transformation Commission, a Steering Committee member with the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation 
Treaty Initiative, a member of the African Forum on Climate Change, Energy and Development, and serves as senior advisor with 
Power Shift Africa. He has recently served as Under-Secretary-General for Financing for Development at the Organisation of 
Southern Cooperation in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Dr. Kaboub is an expert on designing public policies to enhance monetary and 
economic sovereignty in the Global South, build resilience, and promote equitable and sustainable prosperity. His recent work 
focuses on Just Transition, Climate Finance, and transforming the global trade, finance, and investment architecture. His most 
recent co-authored publication is Just Transition: A Climate, Energy, and Development Vision for Africa (May 2023). He has held a 
number of research affiliations with the Levy Economics Institute (NY), the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard 
University (MA), the Economic Research Forum (Cairo), Power Shift Africa (Nairobi), Africa’s Forum on Climate Change, Energy and 
Development (Abuja), and the Center for Strategic Studies on the Maghreb (Tunis). He is currently based in Nairobi, Kenya, and is 
working on climate finance and development policies in Africa. 

Dzodzi Tsikata
Professor of Development Sociology, Director of the Institute of African Studies (IAS), the University of Ghana

Dzodzi Tsikata, Professor of Development Sociology, has been Director of the Institute of African Studies (IAS) at the University of 
Ghana since August 2016. Before this, she was based at the Institute of Statistical, Social and Economic Research (ISSER) during 
which time she was Deputy Director and Director of the Centre for Gender Studies and Advocacy (CEGENSA) at the University of 
Ghana. She has a Ph.D in Social Science from Leiden University in the Netherlands. In a career spanning over 30 years, Tsikata’s 
teaching, research and publications have been in the areas of gender and development policies and practices; the politics and 
livelihood effects of land tenure reforms, large scale land acquisitions and agricultural commercialisation; and informal labour 
relations and conditions of work. She has extensive experience with leading multi-disciplinary and multi-national research projects, 
supervising student theses and examining post-graduate theses. She is on the editorial advisory board of Journal of Peasant 
Studies, the Canadian Journal of Development Studies, Feminist Economics and a member of the editorial collective of Agrarian 
South: Journal of Political Economy and Feminist Africa. Tsikata is a Fellow of the Ghana Academy of Arts and Sciences. She is 
the immediate past President of Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA). Dzodzi Tsikata is 
also active in the leadership of several leading policy advocacy networks in Africa, including the Network for Women’s Rights in 
Ghana, Third World Network-Africa, and Centre for Democracy and Development, Abuja.

Charles A. Abugre
Ghanaian development economist, researcher, social activist. Executive Director, IDEAs

Charles Abugre is the current Executive Director of IDEAs. A Development Economist trained at the University of Ghana Legon and 
the Institute of Social Studies, The Netherlands, his research areas are in public finance, poverty and inequalities and natural 
resource governance. He has co-authored publications in international taxation and tax justice, African debt and development 
finance and is a regular contributor to the African Governance Report and the African Economic Report published by the UN 
Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA). He was previously a senior public servant with the Government of Ghana, a regional 
director for the UN Millennium Campaign (UNDP), head of research and policy at Christian Aid UK and lecturer at Swansea 
University, UK. He serves as a non-Executive Director of the Tax Justice Network among others.

He also has extensive experience with various consultancies and missions related to evaluations, reviews, program development, 
capacity development, and research and analysis both within Ghana and the UK but also Nigeria, Tanzania, Sierra Leone, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, South Africa, Netherlands, and the US, among other countries.

Horman Chitonge
Researcher, Professor, Head of the African Studies Section, University of Cape Town

Horman Chitonge is Professor of African Studies at the Centre for African Studies, University of Cape Town (UCT). He is currently 
the head of the African Studies and Linguistics Department at UCT.  He is also research associate at PRISM, School of Economics 
(UCT); a Visiting professor at African Studies Centre, Tokyo University of Foreign, and in the Global Justice Programme, Yale 
University. His research interests include Economic development in Africa, agrarian political economy, water supply, social welfare, 
poverty and inequality and alternatives for Africa’s economic growth. He has published extensively on these and related research 
areas. His most recent book published by Routledge in 2021 is titled Industrial Policy and the Transformation of the Colonial 
Economy in Africa.

Over the course of his career he has served as a Senior Economist with the International Finance Corporation and World Bank, as 
well as a consultant to the United Nations, Gates Foundation, and USAID. He currently works as a consultant to the African 
Development Bank and USAID.

David Adler
Political Economist & co-general Coordinator of Progressive International

David Adler is a political economist and co-general Coordinator of Progressive International, where he leads the global initiative on 
the New International Economic Order. Previously, David served on the foreign policy advisory team for US Senator Bernie Sanders 
and directed policy for Yanis Varoufakis and the Democracy in Europe Movement (DiEM25). He was a Rhodes Scholar at the 
University of Oxford, a Policy Leader Fellow at the European University Institute, and a Fulbright Scholar at the Colegio de México 
in Mexico City.

C.P. Chandrasekhar
Senior Research Fellow, Political Economy Research Institute, University of Massachusetts, Amherst

C. P. Chandrasekhar taught for more than three decades at the Centre for Economic Studies and Planning, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi, serving as the Reserve Bank of India Chair Professor on Money, Banking and Finance and as Dean of the 
School of Social Sciences. He is currently a Senior Research Fellow at the Political Economy Research Institute, University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst. He has also served as Visiting Senior Lecturer, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of 
London, Executive Editor of Deccan Herald Group of Publications in Bangalore, Consultant, Bureau of Industrial Costs and Prices, 
Ministry of Industry, Govt. of India, and Research Associate, Centre for Development Studies, Trivandrum. Chandrasekhar was one 
of the founders of International Development Economics Associates (IDEAs) and an Executive Committee member and an editor 
of its web site for two decades. While his broad areas of interest have been the macroeconomics of development and the role of 
finance and industry in developing countries, he has in recent times focused on issues related to the direction and implications of 
the transformation of finance in the developing world, consequent to financial deregulation and liberalisation. Besides publications 
in academic journals he has authored/co-authored a number of books, including: ‘Crisis as Conquest: Learning from East Asia’ 
(Orient Longman), ‘The Market that Failed: Neo-Liberal Economic Reforms in India’ (Leftword Books), ‘Demonetisation Decoded: A 
Critique of India’s Currency Experiment’ (Routledge), and ‘Karl Marx’s Capital and the Present: Four Essays’ (Tulika).

Ingrid Kvangraven
Lecturer, Department of International Development at King’s College, London

Ingrid Harvold Kvangraven is Lecturer in International Development in the Department of International Development at King’s 
College, London. Her work is interdisciplinary, cutting across development economics, international political economy, economic 
history and development studies. Her research is broadly centered on the role of finance in development, structural explanations 
for global inequalities, the political economy of development, and critically assessing the economics field itself, in particular from 
an anti-colonial perspective.  

She has approached structural features of inequalities from both theoretical and empirical angles. For example, she has made the 
case for a redefinition of ‘dependency theory’ as a research program to offer guidance for a renewal of development economics by 
bringing in broader structural questions of how inequality is produced and reproduced in the global economy and is currently 
developing a research program on international financial subordination with an interdisciplinary group of co-authors. Empirically, 
she is exploring the subordinate financial position in which African countries find themselves, and what this means for domestic 
financial markets and broader structural change. Her research on how political actors and institutions shape economic 
development debates spans a broad range of issues, including the debates about financial inclusion, electronic payment systems, 
market-based finance, and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Finally, her research on critically scrutinizing the 
Economics field itself ranges from exploring the impact of the use of GDP as the main measure of growth, critically evaluating the 
use of randomized control trials (RCTs) in Economics, to unpacking and evaluating what decolonisation entails for the Economics 
field, including for its understanding of post-colonial economies and racial inequalities. Her work has been published in leading 
international journals such as Development and Change, New Political Economy, Review of Political Economy, Review of 
Development Economics, Review of African Political Economy and Review of International Political Economy. She has a book 
forthcoming on Decolonizing Economics with Polity Press. 

She is also the founder and editor of the blog Developing Economics, co-founder and Steering Group Member of Diversifying and 
Decolonising Economics (D-Econ), Coordinator of the Association for Heterodox Economics (AHE), among other things. She 
obtained her PhD in Economics from The New School in 2018.

Martín Abeles
Director of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)´s Office in Buenos Aires

Martín Abeles is the Director of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)´s Office in Buenos Aires. 
He studied economics at the University of Buenos Aires University (UBA) and got his PhD at the New School University, New York. 
Prior to his time in ECLAC, Martín Abeles was a research fellow at the Economics and Technology Department in the Latin 
American School of Social Sciences in Argentina (FLACSO), the Research Director at the Center of Economy and Finance for the 
Development of Argentina (CEFID-AR) and held several positions at Argentina’s Ministry of Finance.

Howard Stein
Development Economist, Professor, The University of Michigan

Howard Stein is a Professor in the Department of Afroamerican and African Studies (DAAS) and the Dept. of Epidemiology at the 
University of Michigan. He is a development economist educated in Canada, the US and the UK. He is the author of Beyond the 
World Bank Agenda, An Institutional Approach to Development (University of Chicago, Paperback edition, 2015) which among 
other things explores the historical and theoretical roots of structural adjustment in Africa along with more than a dozen other 
books and edited collections. He has also published more than 100 journal articles, book chapters and reviews. He has held 
university appointments in Japan, Tanzania, Netherlands, UK, US, Canada, Ireland and Portugal.  He was a Lecturer in the 
Economics Department of the University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania in 1980-82 while working on his Ph.D. on national economic 
planning.  Since then he has done research in a variety of African countries focusing on economic development issues like foreign 
aid, finance and banking, neoliberalism, the methodology of Randomized Controlled Trials, health and gender, climate change, 
industrial policy, export processing zones, agricultural policy, poverty and rural property right transformation, income inequality, 
Chinese economic relations, Covid-19 and the international financial system and the consequences of the dominance of 
neoclassical economics. 

Jomo Kwame Sundaram
Senior Adviser, Khazanah Research Institute, Fellow, Academy of Science, 
Malaysia, and Emeritus Professor, University of Malaya

Jomo Kwame Sundaram is Senior Adviser, Khazanah Research Institute, Fellow, Academy of Science, Malaysia, and Emeritus 
Professor, University of Malaya. He was UN Assistant Secretary General for Economic Development, Assistant Director General, 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Founder-Chair, International Development Economics Associates (IDEAs) and President, 
Malaysian Social Science Association. Jomo has authored and edited over a hundred books, written many academic papers, 
research reports and media articles, besides translating 12 volumes. He received the 2007 Wassily Leontief Prize for Advancing 
the Frontiers of Economic Thought, was lead author of Globalization and Development in Sub-Saharan Africa (UN, 2012)

Ali Zafar
Global development Economist and Author, UNDP

Ali Zafar is a macroeconomist and private sector specialist with more than 20 years of experience researching policy and 
advising governments in sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and the Middle East. His work focuses on macroeconomic policy, 
governance, private sector competitiveness and infrastructure finance, with particular emphasis on low-income, post-conflict, 
and emerging market economies.

Ali is the author of the forthcoming book, The CFA Franc Zone: Economic Development and the Post-Covid Recovery (Palgrave 
MacMillan, 2021) and co-author of Tales from the Development Frontier: How China and Other Countries Harness Light 
Manufacturing to Create Jobs and Prosperity (World Bank Group, 2013).

In addition to his books, he has written numerous papers exploring a variety of technical topics such as exchange rate 
dynamics, fiscal frameworks for natural resources management, capital market development, and investment climate reform.

Over the course of his career he has served as a Senior Economist with the International Finance Corporation and World Bank, 
as well as a consultant to the United Nations, Gates Foundation, and USAID. He currently works as a consultant to the African 
Development Bank and USAID.

Guillaume Long
Politician, Historian, and Expert on Latin American Foreign Policy and Multilateral Initiatives

Guillaume held several cabinet positions in the government of Ecuador, including Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of Culture, 
and Minister of Knowledge and Human Talent. Most recently, he served as Ecuador’s Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations in Geneva.

Guillaume trained as a historian and holds a Ph.D. in International Politics from the University of London. His research focuses 
primarily on the foreign policy of Latin American states, regionalism and integration in Latin America (including the workings of 
the OAS, MERCOSUR, UNASUR, CELAC, and other regional bodies), Ecuadorian domestic politics, and the Colombian conflict 
and peace process.

At the multilateral level, he has led initiatives on tax havens, bilateral investment treaties, and a UN treaty on human rights and 
transnational corporations.

He is fluent in English, Spanish and French.

Mizanekristos Yohannes
Senior Policy Consultant in international economic development, 
Consultant Moderator at United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

Mizanekristos Yohannes is a development policy analyst and planner focused on African countries. His career in development 
started as a researcher, critique, and social justice advocate targeting the Western-led international cooperation, particularly the 
IFI (World Bank and IMF).   He holds an MA in International Development from Southern New Hampshire University.  He 
completed a post-graduate fellowship at Brown University as researcher on Ethiopia’s peace and food-security strategy during 
the post-1991 transitional government.  He has immersed himself more as a development practitioner in Ghana, Ethiopia and 
South Sudan.  His recent work involves moderating a knowledge-sharing online platform of African Development Planners on 
behalf of the UNECA.  As consultant to UNECA he also guided software development for SDG-aligned medium-term national 
planning.

His work experience includes designing innovative programs in key sectors including industrial, agricultural, urban housing and 
infrastructure, education, WATSAN, public health, Banking and Finance.  In designing programs, he focuses on how countries 
and communities can plan and achieve accelerated development locally and self-reliantly.  These days, he concentrates on 
research and design of alternative domestic financial architecture to achieve full employment through post-war reconstruction, 
and sustainable development projects in the Horn of Africa.

Chérif Salif Sy
Political Economist, Academic, Researcher and active in the non-political society. Coordinator 
of the Third World Forum (TWF) created by Professor Samir Amin

Dr. Chérif Salif Sy is an intellectual, academic, researcher and lecturer.

His firm “Chérif Salif SY International Consultancy Services” C2S/ICS, develops training and consultancy activities for 
international organizations and national institutions. His fields of intervention are particularly the study of economic systems 
and productive structures. A former technical advisor with the rank and benefits of a Minister, he was the head of the OMEGA 
Plan initiated by President Abdoulaye Wade and co-chair of the NEPAD (New Partnership for Africa’s Development) Steering 
Committee. He is also the former Director General of the National Agency for Agricultural and Rural Consulting of Senegal 
(ANCAR).

Dr. SY is also a member of several scientific committees of major academic and non-academic institutions: the International 
Journal for Development Studies at Paris-Panthéon-Sorbonne IEDES; the Alternative Report on Africa in particular. Member of 
the Steering and Management Committee of the National Fund for Agricultural and Agri-Food Research of Senegal (FNRAA): 
President of the Scientific Committee of the first international conference on debt, with Jubilee South (2000).

His teaching activities, for more than 25 years, have focused on International Economic Relations, International Financial 
Techniques and International Trade, Economic Intelligence and Strategic Intelligence and in general on economic systems and 
productive structures.

Hippolyte Fofack
Research Economist, leading the Macroeconomic and 
Growth Program at the World Bank Institute, founder of the Nelson Mandela Institution

Mr. Fofack is a Professional and Research Economist with over 15 years of experience in academia and international 
development. He is currently responsible for the Macroeconomic and Growth Program at the World Bank Institute, the 
knowledge and research arm of the World Bank Group.

His interest is primarily in development economics, growth, banking and finance, science, and technology. Mr. Fofack is the 
Founder of the Nelson Mandela Institution for Knowledge Building and the Advancement of Science and Technology in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, an independent ground-breaking African initiative to enhance the development of Africa through the 
promotion of excellence in science, engineering, and their applications.

Mr. Fofack holds an Advanced Degree in International Economics and Finance from France, a Master’s degree in Mathematical 
Statistics, and a PhD in Applied Statistics and Economics from American University, Washington, DC. Mr. Fofack has published 
extensively and is a member of some leading professional and scientific organizations, including The African Academy of 
Sciences and the American Economic Association.

Martín Guzmán
Former Minister of Economy of the Republic of Argentina

Martín Guzmán was born in La Plata, Argentina. He served as Minister of Economy of the Republic of Argentina from December 
2019 to July 2022.

Martin is currently a Professor at the School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA) at Columbia University. He is also a 
Professor of Money, Credit, and Banking at the National University of La Plata, Argentina. Martin is a leading global expert in the 
fields of sovereign debt and debt crises resolution.

Alongside Nobel Laureate Joseph E. Stiglitz, Martin is co-President of the Initiative for Policy Dialogue (IPD) at Columbia 
University Business School. IPD works to broaden dialogue about development policy by bringing the best ideas to 
policymakers facing globalization’s complex challenges and opportunities. It also strives to democratize the production and 
use of knowledge to create a more equitably governed world. At IPD, Martin is the Director of the Sovereign Debt Management 
and Restructuring Program.

Martin is a member of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences in the Vatican. He is also a Young Global Leader of the World 
Economic Forum and a Commissioner of the Independent Commission for the Reform of International Corporate Taxation 
(ICRICT).

Martin’s research focuses on the emergence, propagation, and resolution of macroeconomic disequilibrium, monetary 
economics, and economic development. His research has been published in leading international journals and books. He has 
served as editor-in-chief of the Journal of Globalization and Development and is a member of the editorial board.

Martin holds a PhD. In Economics from Brown University, United States (2013). Prior to his doctoral studies, he received a B.A. 
in Economics (2005) and a M.A. in Economics (2007) from the National University of La Plata, Argentina.

Ibrahima Aidara
Founder of the Public Policy Institute for West Africa, previously deputy regional director 
of Open Society–Africa & country economist at UNDP Senegal

Dr. Aidara recently in August 2024, set up a new Think Tank on Public Policy Institute for West Africa, based in Dakar Senegal. 

Prior to that, Ibrahima Aidara was the Open Society-Africa Deputy Executive Director between August 2022 to August 2024. 
Before that, Mr Aidara was (November 2021- August 2022) Executive Director at Open Society Initiative for West Africa 
(OSIWA).  Between April 2019 – July 2021, he was OSIWA’s Acting ED.  

Mr. AIDARA managed the OSIWA Economic Governance and Advancement Program (EGAP) between 2013 and 2019. The 
program includes five main components: public/natural resource governance, anti-corruption, Tax-Fiscal reform for Financing 
for Development, and Access to public services with a focus on education, health, and Food Security in the context of climate 
change.

Prior to joining OSIWA, Mr. AIDARA had been working as the country Economist at UNDP Senegal since October 2010 where he 
was responsible for research, development, and application of the principles and theories of economics to the formulation of 
strategies and plans for solution of economic problems, especially as they relate to the Millennium Development Goals. 

Prior to joining UNDP Senegal, Mr. AIDARA was the Regional Extractive Industries Program Coordinator with the West Africa 
Regional Office of Oxfam America from 2006 to 2010 and led the Oxfam International West Africa Team on Governance and 
Extractive Industries. 

Between 2002-2006ca, Ibrahima AIDARA was the Economic and Trade Policy Officer at Consumers International Regional 
Office for Africa based in Harare, Zimbabwe. 

Between 1991 – 2002, he held various positions in the public sector in Senegal including in the Ministries of Social Development 
and Economic and Finance.

Mr. AIDARA wrote several articles on trade, taxation, development, and economic governance-related issues. He has recently 
published on the OSIWA website and coordinated several research: in 2019: “Understanding and fixing West Africa’s Broken 
Health Systems”, Policy Paper, OSIWA Dakar Senegal. In 2018: “Does the current fiscal performance lead to structural economic 
transformation in West Africa?” Discussion paper, OSIWA Dakar Senegal. In 2016: “Transparency and efficiency of public 
spending in West Africa: Evidence and Alternatives”, Working Paper, OSIWA, Dakar Senegal. In 2015: Coordinated amongst 
other research published with OSIWA: (i) Domestic Resource Mobilization in West Africa:  missed opportunities, (review of 
transfer pricing policies and tax incentives); (ii) Critical analysis of ECOWAS policies in agriculture and industrial sectors; (iii) 
Converting natural resources into development: from transparency to more efficient natural resources management. In 2014: 
“Is West Africa making progress in the fight against corruption?” OSIWA Dakar Senegal. In 2013 – 2014: Several articles 
published with OSIWA (i) Does citizens’ engagement in the extractive industries sector lead necessarily to more transparency 
and accountability and positive policy and practice change? (ii) Is West Africa making progress in the fight against corruption? 
(iii) Fighting inequality and injustice to transform West Africa (iv) Is Niger experiencing a new era of ‘virtuous governance’ in the 
management of its mineral resources? (v) What the Common External Tariff means for West African citizens?

He conducted several capacity-building activities on issues related to extractive industries, trade negotiation and economics 
processes, and policy dialogue between different stakeholders.

Ibrahima AIDARA holds a PhD in Economics and an MA degree in Economics from the University Cheikh Anta Diop Dakar 
Senegal.

Linwood Tauheed
Professor of Economics & Director of the Center for Economic Information

Linwood Tauheed is Associate Professor of Economics at the University of Missouri – Kansas City, a member of the Graduate 
Faculty at the University of Missouri – Columbia, and the Director of the UMKC Center for Economic Information. He teaches 
courses in Institutional Economics, Political Economy of Race, Class, and Gender, Community Economic Development, History 
of Economic Thought, and a doctoral seminar in Interdisciplinary Research.

He holds an Interdisciplinary PhD in Economics and Social Sciences, an MA in Economics, and a BS in Computer 
Science/Mathematics (with Highest Academic Rank), all from the University of Missouri – Kansas City.

His primary research interests are in; 1) Economic Methodology where a major project involves the development of ‘Critical 
Institutionalism’, an interdisciplinary metatheoretical framework for modeling institutional change; 2) Community Economic 
Development, and 3) Analysis of Education.

He is a past president of the National Economic Association (NEA), which was founded in 1969 as the Caucus of Black 
Economists. The NEA celebrated its 50th anniversary during the year of his presidency (2000).

He is a past president of The Black Chamber of Commerce of Greater Kansas City and is a recipient of the Black Chamber’s 
“Small Businessman of the Year” award and the Alpha Phi Alpha “Entrepreneur of the Year” award.

He worked for 25 years as a software developer, including time as a software analyst at the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas 
City. From 1987-1997 he was founder and CEO of Computer Systems Engineering, a software development and systems 
integration firm.

He has participated in several Kansas City community economic development projects including the Mayor’s New Tools 
(WEdevelopment™) Task Force. He served as Vice-chair of the Mayor’s Economic Development and Incentives Task Force, and 
as Chief Economist for The Prospect Corridor Initiative. He also served as the Chief Administrative Officer for the Kansas City 
Missouri School District.

Linwood is the father of three, the grandfather of two, and has been a community activist in Kansas City for over 35 years.

Segun Apata
Former Ambassador, Chairman of the Nigerian Bottling Company Ltd (NBC), 
Member of the National Council of the Manufacturers Association of Nigeria (MAN)

Ambassador Segun Apata served for over three decades in the Nigerian Diplomatic Service. Since his retirement, he has chaired 
and/or served as a member on a number of High-Level Panels, Fora, and Committees. He is the current Chairman of the Coca-Cola 
Bottler in Nigeria, Nigerian Bottling Company Ltd (NBC) and a member of the National Council of the Manufacturers Association of 
Nigeria (MAN).

Ambassador Apata’s commitment to fostering African development and promoting a business-friendly environment, combating illicit 
financial flows in Africa, and fostering sustainable institutions across the continent have further led him to serve on the board of a 
number of advisory and charitable organizations. He previously chaired the board of the Coca-Cola Africa Foundation and currently 
serves on the Board of Global Financial Integrity (GFI), as well as the GFI Africa Advisory Group. Ambassador Apata is also a member 
of the High Level Panel on Illicit Financial Flows from Africa chaired by former President Thabo Mbeki.

Souad Aden-Osman
Executive Director of the Secretariat for the Coalition for Dialogue on Africa (CoDA)

Ms. Souad Aden-Osman is the Executive Director of the Secretariat for the Coalition for Dialogue on Africa (CoDA), a special initiative 
of the African Union, African Development Bank, United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and the African Export-Import 
Bank. She additionally serves as the Head of the Secretariat of the African Union High-Level Panel on Illicit Financial Flows (IFFs) from 
Africa. 

Under her leadership, CoDA supported the establishment of the African Business Council, coordinated the preparation and adoption 
by the African Union Assembly of the Common African Position on Asset Recovery (CAPAR), and steered several initiatives including 
improved access to vaccines and vaccinations in Africa as well as the enhancement of good democratic governance on the 
continent. 

Prior to her current roles, Ms. Aden-Osman served as the Head of the Joint Secretariat Support Office for the African Union, African 
Development Bank and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. In these roles, she was involved in continental efforts 
to respond to challenges related to climate change and natural resource management. 

Ms. Aden-Osman currently coordinates the work of the Consortium of organizations established to implement the recommendations 
of the High Level Panel on IFFs.


