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COVID-19 CASES IN AFRICA | TRENDS

15 February 2020 – 19 April 2021

4.4M
cases

>3.9M 
recoveries

(90%)

117K
deaths

CFR: 2.7%

7-day moving average

>32,000 
cases/day

>18,000 
cases/day



EPIDEMIOLOGICAL UPDATE | CASE DIST. BY COUNTRY

As of 19 April 2021

Key: Country reporting 
COVID-19 cases

No Report

1-10k

>100k - 500k

> 500k

>10K-100K
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AFRICA VACCINE DEVELOPMENT & ACCESS STRATEGY



AFRICA'S COVID-19 VACCINE STRATEGY | CONCVACT

14 trials in  8 countries

kengasong et al., | Vol 586 | Nature | 2020

COVID-19 vaccine clinical 
trials and potential trial 

sites in Africa 



ACCESS TO SUFFICIENT VACCINE SUPPLY | NEED

PRONG #2: Ensure Africa's access to sufficient vaccine supply

Fully commit financial 
and political support to 

the COVAX Facility

Pursue non-competing 
direct deals with 

manufacturers

Develop financing instruments to help Member States fund procurement 
(e.g., AFREXIMBANK promissory note)



ACCESS TO SUFFICIENT VACCINE SUPPLY | NEED

Vaccinating 60% of the African population is expected to cost USD 10-15 
billion. We need to recognize the urgency of now and take quick, 
collective action.



COVID-19 VACCINES IN AFRICA | VACCINE ACQUISITION

60%
of Africa’s population 

vaccinated by end of 2022

African Unions’ Target

~1.5bn 
vaccine doses

Vaccines secured

~ 0.7bn 
vaccine doses secured 
through African Vaccine 
Acquisition Task Team 

(AVATT)*

As of April 2021

* In addition to the doses committed to by the COVAX 
Facility which will cover ~20% of population



AFRICA AGAINST COVID-19 | ROLLOUT

5 October 2020: Rollout of 
technology interventions

Africa CDC Trusted Travel Portal for 
tracking pre-entry and exit 
requirements of Member States

MyCOVIDPass for travelers to input 
COVID-19 test results



COVID-19 VACCINES IN AFRICA | LAGGING IN ACCESS

-19 vaccine doses administered per 100 people, Apr 16, 2021

Source: Modified from Our World in Data – Last updated 16 April



COVID-19 VACCINES IN AFRICA | LAGGING IN ACCESS



COVID-19 VACCINES IN AFRICA| 3 CRITICAL CHALLENGES

Access to COVID-19 vaccines: global scramble for scarce 
vaccine supplies

Significant logistics challenge: vaccinating 35% of 
the African population in 2021 require > 800 million 
doses

SARS-CoV-2 mutations that may influence vaccine 
efficacy are being detected worldwide



Advisory committee briefing



TWO MAJOR OUTCOMES OF THE CONFERENCE

Framework for action with milestones

1

2

Launching of the Partnership For African 
Vaccine Manufacturing (PAVM)
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AFRICA CDC’S VISION AND AMBITION 

Vision for African 
vaccine manufacturing

To ensure Africa has timely access to vaccines to 
protect public health security, by establishing a 

sustainable vaccine development and manufacturing 
ecosystem in Africa



PARTNERSHIP FOR AFRICAN VACCINE MANUFACTURING (PAVM)

P
A
V
M

Partnership for

African

Vaccine

Manufacturing



1. PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN COALITION FOR EPIDEMIC PREPAREDNESS    
INNOVATIONS (CEPI) AND THE AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION (AUC)

To establish vaccine development and  manufacturing capacity and 
capability in Africa for public health security

Leverage existing 
networks partnerships

Enabling 
sciences

Talent and 
technical 

know-how

Innovations 
in vaccine 

manufacturing 

Pandemic and 
outbreak 

preparedness



2. PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN AFREXIMBANK AND AFRICA     
FINANCE CORPORATION (AFC)

Identifying and engaging partners

Co-financing transactions and projects

Providing policy and advocacy support to unlock major market barriers

Providing preparatory support to project developers and promoters

To support the development of vaccine manufacturing in Africa by 
focusing on 4 areas of support



AFRICAN UNION / AFRICA CDC’S ASPIRATIONS FOR 2040 

99% 
imported

60% 
local

1% 
local

40% 
imported

2021 2040



TWO MAJOR OUTCOMES OF THIS MEETING

Framework for Action with milestones

1

2

Launching of the Partnership For African 
Vaccine Manufacturing (PAVM)



AFRICA UNION’S GOALS | STEPWISE APPROACH

Fill & finish

1 vaccine 
manufacturing & 
research hubs

3 vaccine 
manufacturing & 
research hubs

5 vaccine 
manufacturing & 
research hubs

Technology transfer 



AFRICA CDC’S AMBITION | THE BUILDING BLOCKS 

Regulatory 
strengthening

 Access to 
finance

 Talent and 
know-how

 Infrastructure

Universities / 
Research institutes/ 
Vaccine companies

African Medicine 
Agency

We will need additional partners to support the 
workstream leads 

RECs and MSADB and AFREXIM BANK

 Agenda-setting and coordination



POST-CONFERENCE NEXT STEPS

Establish dedicated workstreams and task force immediately

Release a Framework for Action with milestones (Q3 2021)

Develop and share post-Conference communique

Present progress to the Bureau of Heads of States (Q4 2021)

1

2

3

4
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COVID-19 VACCINES IN AFRICA | VACCINES & VACCINATIONS

*Population estimate of Africa = 1.2 billion people
** Population estimate of Africa = 1.2 billion people 

*

**



L E A R N  M O R E  AT

africacdc.org/covid-19
Safeguarding Africa’s Health


