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COVID-19 CASES IN AFRICA | TRENDS

15 February 2020 – 19 April 2021

>4.4M
cases

>3.9M 
recoveries

(90%)

>117K
deaths

CFR: 2.7%

7-day moving average

>32,000 
cases/day

>18,000 
cases/day



EPIDEMIOLOGICAL UPDATE | CASE DIST. BY COUNTRY

As of 19 April 2021

Key: Country reporting 
COVID-19 cases

No Report

1-10k

>100k - 500k

> 500k

>10K-100K
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AFRICA’S COVID-19 RESPONSE | TIMELINE

14 FEB ‘20 

First case of 
COVID-19 
recorded on 
the continent

9 JUL ‘20
Launched
Consortium for 
COVID-19 Vaccine 
Clinical Trials 
(CONCVACT) for 
the continent

26 MAR ‘20
Bureau of the AU 
Heads of State and 
Government 
endorse the need 
for an Africa Joint 
Continental 
Strategy

20 AUG ‘20
Established the 
Africa COVID-19 
Vaccine 
Development & 
Access Strategy –
endorsed by AU 
Heads of State

18 AUG ‘20
Launched the Africa 
Against COVID-19: 
Saving Lives, 
Economies and 
Livelihoods
campaign to protect 
borders, travellers, 
economies, 
livelihoods, and 
schools

21 APR ‘20
Launched the 
Partnership for 
Accelerated 
COVID-19 Testing 
(PACT) to facilitate 
an increase in 
continental testing 
efforts

22 FEB ‘20
Established the 
Africa Taskforce 
on Coronavirus 
Preparedness and 
Response 
(AFTCOR), to 
coordinate COVID-
19 activities

13 APR ‘21
Launched the 
Partnership For 
African Vaccine 
Manufacturing 
(PAVM) to scale-
up vaccine 
manufacturing in 
Africa

7 NOV ‘20
Established the 
COVID-19 African 
Vaccine Acquisition 
Task Team (AVATT) 
to support the 
acquisition and 
financing of vaccine 
doses 



AFRICA’S COVID-19 RESPONSE | JOINT CONTINENTAL 
STRATEGY FOR COVID-19

Convening power: Emergency Meeting of 55 Ministers of Health on 
COVID-19  
(February 22, 2020 | Addis Ababa, Ethiopia) Objectives: 

1. Coordinate efforts of 
Member States, African 
Union agencies, WHO, 
and other partners to 
ensure synergy and 
minimize duplication. 

2. Promote evidence-
based public health 
practice for surveillance, 
prevention, diagnosis, 
treatment, and control of 
COVID-19.



JOINT CONTINENTAL STRATEGY FOR COVID-19 | POLICY

Produced more than 30 
guidelines on surveillance, 
laboratory, IPC, case 
management, and more



JOINT CONTINENTAL STRATEGY FOR COVID-19 | PACT

Partnership to Accelerate COVID-19 
Testing in Africa (PACT)

• Surpassed 10 million tests conducted two 
months ahead of target date

• Half of tests were facilitated by Africa CDC

• New goal of 20 million tests by end of 
October 2020



AFRICA CDC PACT ACTIVITIES | AMSP

• A single online marketplace to enable 
the supply of COVID-19-related critical 
medical equipment in Africa

• Developed under the leadership of Strive 
Masiyiwa, AU Special Envoy on behalf 
of the Africa CDC, and in partnership 
with African Export-Import Bank 
(Afreximbank), United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa (UNECA), and 
more

https://amsp.africa/

African Medical Supplies Platform



AFRICA CDC COVID-19 RESPONSE | DIAGNOSTICS

Rapid Scale-up of Diagnostic Capacity for 
COVID-19 Across the Continent

Africa CDC is ramping up the continent’s COVID-19 
diagnostic capabilities…
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TAKE AWAYS: KEY MESSAGES

A specialized agency for health security (Africa CDC) was an excellent 
investment by the AU; 

Trusted partnerships – great benefit; and 

Effective coordination works – at the highest levels; 

Investment in resilient health systems is beneficial & urgent. 
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L E A R N  M O R E  AT

africacdc.org/covid-19
Safeguarding Africa’s Health

THANK YOU


